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imprisoned, and unable to stir. M. de Coislin then
sat down. This was done so rapidly, that nobody saw
it until it was finished. When once it was observed,
a great stir arose. Cardinal de Bouillon tried to inter-
vene. M. de Coislin replied, that since the Chief Presi-
dent had forgotten his position he must be taught it,
and would not budge. The other presidents were in a
fright, and Novion, enraged by the offence put on him,
knew not what to do. It was in vain that Cardinal de
Bouillon on one side, and his brother on the other, tried
to persuade M. de Coislin to give way. He would not
listen to them. They sent a message to him to say that
somebody wanted to see him at the door on most im-
portant business. But this had no effect. " There is
no business so important/' replied M. de Coislin, " as
that of teaching M. le Premier President what he owes
me, and nothing will make me go from this place un-
less M. le President, whom you see behind me, goes
away first."

At last M. le Prince was sent for, and he with much
persuasion endeavoured to induce M. de Coislin to re-
lease the Chief President from his prison. But for some
time M. de Coislin would listen as little to M. le Prince
as he had listened to the others, and threatened to keep
Novion thus shut up during all the thesis. At length,
he consented to set the Chief President free, but only
on condition that he left the building immediately; that
M. le Prince should guarantee this; and that no " jug-
gling tricks " (that was the term he made use of),
should be played off to defeat the agreement. M. le
Prince at once gave his word that everything should
be as he required, and ^L, de CoisHn then rose?(tnoved